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Extract from the New Year's Sermon of Rev. Webster W. 
Belden, Pastor of First Congregational 
Church, Bristol, Conn. 


This ancient Church had been without a Pastor for more than six months, and 
as might be expected, was in a low state, spiritually. The Prayer Meetings were run 
down, with no addition by profession to the Church for a long time. 

With the Spring of 1870 came_the newly installed ministry, and this fact alone gave 
some little vitality to the spiritual life of the Church. 

During the Summer, one hopeful sign was the increased numbers and interest in the 
prayer meetings. In December a local Conference of the Churches came here for one 
day of prayer and fellowship, soon followed the week of prayer, and the prayerful spirit 
increased with the lengthening days of the year. In February, the rcligious interest 
culminated in a glorious Revival, which wrought by the grace of God wondrous changes 
in the Parish. This revival continued many months, indeed is influence has not ceased 
to be felt to this day. It was characterized by much quiet and gentleness—no loud 
or strange demonstrations of feeling, but rather by a quiet, solemn, devout and still 
increasing spiritual power. No Evangelist was called in, but the usual meetings for 
preaching and prayer somewhat multiplied for two months. As the result of this great 
harvest, 300 souls were converted in the town, and more than half that number have united 
with this Church in two years. These persons were of different ages, from 13 to 60, 
20 heads of families, and 40 from the Sunday School, which has increased from 250 
to 350, and the Church from 350 to over 500. 

Not only has the Lord given us this great numerical strength and spiritual prosperity 
for which we bless His holy name, but as a result, the work of benevolence has been 
greatly multiplied, and the offerings to the Lord much increased. During the first 
year the whole amount collected in Church and Sunday School was less than $800. Last 
year from Sunday School alone, by penny collections every Sabbath, $200, and from 
the Church and Sunday School, $1,800. Also have we done much work in home 
evangelization. Two or three meetings a week have been maintained in outlying districts 
with marked results in the conversion of many souls. 

At present there is in two of these neighborhoods a quiet but mo: revival+ 
interest. In view of the precious results of this ministry, our heart 
in the Lord our God, and to His name be all the glory. 
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